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ETHOS STATEMENT 

We believe that everyone should be given the opportunity and encouragement to be the 

best that they can be.  To this end, we strive to create the right environment, deliver the 

right content, and embrace new ideas.  We apply our school values of trust, friendship, 

compassion and wisdom to enable every individual to flourish within a moral framework 

built on Christian values.  We believe that this can only be achieved by developing 

partnerships between pupils, staff, governors, parents and the wider community. 

 

Our School Vision 
 
Live – Learn – Flourish 
 

 Live: at home, in school, and in our local community 
 

 Learn: about self, others, and our ever-changing world 
 

 Flourish: be the best we can be in all that we do 
 

 
Our School Mission 

 
 We give all – pupils and staff – the opportunities and encouragement to be the best 

that they can be 
 

 We create an environment that has the right balance of challenge and support 
 

 We deliver a curriculum that is right for our school, inspiring and motivating all, and 
embracing new ideas 

 
 We apply our School Core Values of Trust, Friendship, Compassion and Wisdom in all 

that we do 
 

 We develop strong and effective partnerships between pupils, staff, governors, 
parents and the wider community 

 

 We strive to ensure that all flourish within a moral framework built on Christian 
values and the Diocesan vision “I have come that they may have LIFE, and have it to 
the full”. (John 10:10) 

 
 
The staff and governors at Uley Church of England Primary School provide an environment 
where children and all school members can be happy, healthy and safe and achieve their full 
social and intellectual potential.  
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We do this by:  

 creating an inclusive, caring, Christian environment,  

 creating happy, stimulating and exciting opportunities for learning,  

 developing positive relationships based on respect of self and others,  

 supporting a creative approach to personal development and growth.  
 
We work in partnership with parents and our community to fully equip children for their 
future. 
 

 
Aims  
At Uley Primary School, we believe that in order for all our children to be successful 
learners, assessment for learning must be at the heart of everything we do.  We have 
created a broad, balanced, rigorous and progressive curriculum, to excite and motivate our 
children, enabling them to develop confidence in themselves as independent, enthusiastic 
life-long learners.  
 
At Uley Primary School we aim to provide opportunities that will enable all our children to 
become successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. We encourage 
our children to be creative and imaginative and develop a lifetime love of learning.  
 
We believe the key purpose of assessment is to move all children on in their learning in 
order for them to reach their full potential, now and in the future. Continual monitoring of 
each child’s progress gives a clear picture of what each child is achieving and their next 
steps.  
 
It is important that each teacher knows what has been remembered, what skills have been 
acquired, and what concepts have been understood. This enables teachers to reflect on 
what children have learnt and informs future planning. The outcomes of our assessments 
will help children become involved in raising their own expectations.  
 
Through assessing, recording and reporting on pupils’ work, we aim to:  
 

 enable individual pupils to make progress in their learning;  

 be underpinned by confidence that every child can improve;  

 involve both teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting upon assessment 
information;  

 provide feedback which leads to pupils recognising the ‘next steps’ in their learning 
and how to work towards achieving these;  

 include reliable judgements about how learners are performing, related, where 
appropriate, to national standards;  

 enable teachers to plan more effectively;  

 provide us with information to evaluate our work, and set appropriate targets at 
whole-school, class and individual pupil levels;  

 enable parents to be involved in their child’s progress; 



4 
 

Assessment at Uley 
There are three main types of assessment used at Uley: 
 
Formative Assessment –Assessment for Learning 
This is used by our teachers to evaluate pupils’ knowledge and understanding on a day-to-
day basis and to tailor teaching accordingly. 
 
Summative assessment – Assessment of Learning 
This is used to evaluate how much a pupil has learned at the end of a teaching period (end 
of a Unit/Topic, term or academic year).  Uley School acknowledges that there is a role for 
checking learning through formal assessments however; we also acknowledge that this 
should be a conducted in a positive and constructive manner. 
 
Nationally Standardised Summative Assessment 
This is used by the Government to hold schools to account and to provide information on 
how pupils are performing in comparison to pupils nationally. 
 
 

Formative Assessment 
 
Day-to-Day Formative Assessments 
This type of assessment is embedded across all lessons – in all subjects (foundation as well 
as core).  Teachers assess pupils’ understanding of individual learning objectives and identify 
where there are gaps.  This tells the teacher what to focus on in future lessons and prompts 
them to adapt their teaching approach to improve pupils’ understanding. 
 
Strategies used will vary according to the subject and learning objective taught – these 
include: 
 

 Use of rich question and answer sessions to evaluate pupil understanding and 
identify gaps or misconceptions. 

 Use of whiteboards, flip charts, number fans and other resources to get instant 
feedback of understanding. 

 Mini-plenaries to determine understanding at regular intervals. 

 Short re-cap quizzes or recall of facts. 

 Observational assessment. 

 Scanning work for pupil attainment and progress. 

 Self (or peer) assessment at the end of every lesson based on individual learning 
objectives and Success Criteria. 

 1:1 or group discussions with pupils. 

 Live marking and immediate feedback enables teachers to explore concepts in 
greater depth and to identify and address any misconceptions immediately. 

 
Formative assessment is used to show what pupils have learned well and what they still 
need to work on, and identifies specific ‘corrective’ activities to help them do this. After 
undertaking these corrective activities (or alternative enrichment or extension activities for 
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those who have already achieved mastery), formative assessments are used to evaluate 
further progress. 
 
Mastery Learning 
‘Mastery learning is a specific approach in which learning is broken down into discrete units 
and presented in logical order. Pupils are required to demonstrate mastery of the learning 
from each unit before being allowed to move onto the next, with the assumption that all 
pupils will achieve this level of mastery if they are appropriately supported. Some may take 
longer and need more help, but all will get there in the end’ (Commission on Assessment 
Without Levels, Autumn 2015). 
 

Summative Assessment 
Summative assessment (Assessment of Learning) is important for informing both parents 
and teachers of a child’s attainment and progress. This will also inform whole school target 
setting and prediction of a cohort’s future attainment 
 

Summative assessments: 

 identify attainment through one-off standardised tests at any given point in time 

 record performance in a specific area on a specific date 

 provide age standardised information 

 provide end of key stage test data against which the school will be judged 

 ensure statutory assessments at the end of EYFS and KS2 are met 

 end of KS1 tests continue even though they are no longer statutory 
 provide information about cohort areas of strength and weakness to build from in 

the future 
 

English 

 Update of Curriculum Maestro for reading and writing based on focused marking 
and observations of children’s learning 

 Independent/guided reading records 

 Independent writing samples 

 Assessments of phonic and spelling phase for each child 

 Termly Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation Assessments 

 Reading and Spelling ages 

 Optional and previous SATS papers 
 
Spelling and Reading Ages 
At the start of every term all pupils (who can access the tests) are tested using the Single 
Word Spelling Test and Single Word Reading Test. These tests generate Spelling and Reading 
Ages that can be compared against a child’s chronological age. Any pupil working below 
their chronological age is offered extra spelling or reading support through a targeted 
intervention. Progress is carefully tracked at the end of subsequent terms using repeat tests. 
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Mathematics 

 On-going update of Curriculum Maestro for Mathematics based on focused marking 
and observations of children’s learning 

 Termly / end of unit Maths Assessments 

 Optional and previous SATS papers 
 

Nationally Standardised Summative Assessment 
Nationally standardised summative assessment provides information on how pupils are 
performing in comparison to pupils nationally: 
 
Assessment of the Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception) children 
On entry to Reception, children participate in the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment.   
 
Reception children also undergo a school baseline assessment. This entails using transition 
information from pre-school settings and observations over a period of time.  This 
information will be used to assess the progress of children who enter reception year. The 
baseline assessment will score each pupil against the knowledge and understanding typical 
for children at the start of reception year. It will be linked to the learning and development 
requirements of the early years foundation stage (EYFS) and to the key stage 1 national 
curriculum in English and mathematics. 
 
Children at the end of the EYFS are assessed against the Foundation Stage Profile and the 17 
Early Learning Goals.  EYFS children are reported as to whether they are ‘emerging’ or 
‘expected’ for each early learning goal and whether they have achieved a good level of 
development. 
 

Phonics Screening Year 1 
This check demonstrates how well a child can use the phonics skills they’ve learned up to 
the end of Year 1 and identifies pupils who need extra phonics help. It consists of 40 words 
and non-words that a student reads 1:1 with a teacher. Each child is scored against a 
national standard – children who do not meet the expected level in Year 1 are given extra 
phonics support and then repeat the test near the end of Year 2. 
 
Statutory Assessment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) and non-statutory assessment at 
the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2). 
 
End of Key Stage 1  
 
All pupils will sit the following tests at the end of Year 2: 

 Reading 

 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling  

 Mathematics 

 Writing (teacher assessment) 
 

 
These tests to help to inform end of Year 2 teacher judgements. 
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End of Key Stage 2 statutory tests 
 
All pupils will take the following tests at the end of Year 6: 

 Reading 

 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 Mathematics 

 Writing (teacher assessment) 
 

Assessment Points 
Learners will be assessed whether they are in line with, above or below age related 
expectations throughout the year. At each assessment point teachers will use their 
formative knowledge of the child and summative assessments to make a judgement.  
 

Teacher assessment information is stored within Curriculum Maestro an attainment and 
progress tracking and analysis tool or on other platforms such as Complete PE or Purple 
Mash for computing.   
 
Assessment Point 1 (September) to double check attainment on entry to the academic year 
Assessment Point 2 (January)  
Assessment Point 3 (May) Year 2 and Y6 statutory tests 
Assessment Point 4 (end of the academic year) 
 

Assessment in Years one to six: 
(In addition to / other than statutory end of Key Stage tests) 

 

All children at Uley are assessed in all subjects against the National Curriculum 2014.  For 
each year group there is a set of Age Related Expectations (ARE’s) for a child to meet in 
core and non-core subjects. These are a set of statements which clearly outline the skills and 
knowledge which a child should achieve by the end of a particular year. 
 

How do we 
assess? 

How often? What do we do with this information? 

Reading 3 times a year 
Curriculum Maestro material 
Previous SATS 
 
Reading ages Schonell 

Inform Curriculum Maestro 
Change reading level if needed, Change 
guided reading groups.  
Subject leaders use to assess progress 

Writing 3 times a year 
 

Inform Curriculum Maestro 
Subject leaders use to assess progress 
Provides evidence for SATS 
Identify areas which need further 
teaching. 

Phonics 6 times a year 
Unlocking Letters and Sounds assessment  
Phonic Screening Check June annually 

Reading books can be assessed to suit 
phonic level. 
Data sent to leaders 
Interventions are given to those who 
need extra support. 

Spelling Schonell spelling ages 
Common exception words 

Tracking to see evidence of 
improvement. 
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Informs class teachers if pupils are ARE  
Identifies any intervention needed 

Maths Curriculum Maestro summative year group end 
of term x3 
 
White rose end of unit 
 
 
Autumn term do previous summer test 
Spring complete Autumn  
Summer complete Spring 
 

CM data 
Tracking of knowledge and gaps.  
 
 
 
 
Do we need to do more work before 
moving on to next steps?  
Use info to create specific morning 
tasks to give extra practice.  

Science  End of unit assessments from Cornerstones – 
when appropriate to inform the bigger picture 
Curriculum Maestro objectives assessment 

Teacher assessments to inform CM. 
Identify gaps of learning.  
Inform Subject Leaders 

History Curriculum Maestro –end of unit is appropriate – 
mainly teacher assessment 
To inform the bigger picture 
Curriculum maestro objectives assessment 

Inform Subject Leaders 
Track progress 
Inform interventions 
Teachers to identify gaps in pupils 
learning Geography Curriculum Maestro –end of unit is appropriate – 

mainly teacher assessment 
To inform the bigger picture 
Curriculum maestro objectives assessment 

Art End of unit assessments from Cornerstones 
To inform the bigger picture 
Curriculum maestro objectives assessment 

DT End of unit assessments from Cornerstones 
To inform the bigger picture 
Curriculum maestro objectives assessment 

PSHE Scarf assessments on a spreadsheet 
Putting in just below and above ARE 
End of each unit to inform end of year 

PE Complete PE end of unit task met to inform end 
of year 

Computing Purple Mash 
End of each unit to inform end of year 

French Created end of unit assessments for each year 
group 
Contributing towards the end of Year 6 data 

Music Charanga assessments 

RE Diocese assessment to be rolled out 

 

 
Assessing Pupils with SEND 
In each year group we teach the national curriculum for that year – therefore all children 
are learning the objectives for that Year Group and are initially classed as ‘Below’ end of 
year expectation. The only time this may differ is for pupils currently on our SEND list. 
Depending on need, the children might be taught objectives from an earlier year group’s 
curriculum, pre-key stage standards or the Engagement Model.  This will be appropriately 
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matched to their cognitive level. They would then be assessed using pre-key stage standards 
or the Engagement Model, objectives or tests/assessments from a different year group. 
 
Assessment methods are adapted for some pupils with SEN and disabilities. This includes 
adapting the use of questioning to give pupils with significant learning difficulties sufficient 
time to respond, using visual stimuli and alternative means of communication. It could be 
the use of verbal questions or observations rather than asking students to produce a written 
response. Adapted tests are often used with specific pupils. This could be the use of braille 
or larger print. Readers are used to read questions where appropriate and pupils are given 
extended time to complete papers. Scribes are used for pupils with particular gross/fine 
motor control difficulties. 
 
High expectations apply equally to SEND pupils. Effort applied to learning is reflected in 
teacher marking, feedback and through evaluations of My Plan targets. Pupils with SEND are 
expected to understand key concepts before moving onto the next phase of learning. 
 
Assessment is used to diagnostically contribute to the early and accurate identification of 
pupil’s special educational needs and any requirements for their support and intervention. 
Early intervention is provided promptly to address any concerns about pupils’ progress 
(focused on very specific areas highlighted through assessments). 
 
We use a ‘graduated approach’ for SEND pupils (Assess, Plan, Do and Review). During termly 
Pupil Progress Meetings teachers meet with the SENDCo to carry out a clear analysis of 
pupils’ needs. This is based on formative/summative assessment, the views of parents and 
pupils and, where relevant, information from outside professionals. Assessment offers next 
steps on each child’s learning pathway and ensures a focus on long term outcomes. 
 
At the end of Key Stage 2, individual consideration is taken as to whether children should 
take the Year 6 Statutory tests.  If a child is working significantly below age related 
expectations (i.e. 2 years below) and it is felt that even with accessibility arrangements in 
place, a child would struggle to complete the test, a discussion will take place with parents 
and the decision made to mark the child as ‘Below’ on the test register.  This would mean 
that the child would not sit the Year 6 paper but would instead sit a more appropriate and 
adapted test paper.  The final decision is the Head Teacher’s but in collaboration with the 
parents.   
 
Children with an EHCP and are able to access the end of Year 6 Statutory Tests, they will 
automatically receive 25% extra time. 
 

Moderation and Standardisation 
Moderation is important to ensure a consistent approach to assessment across the school.  
 
When teacher assessments are carried out, it is important that there is evidence recorded to 
justify judgments made. 
 
At Uley the following takes place: 
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 Moderation of Reading, Writing and Mathematics assessments made on Curriculum 
Maestro (at whole staff meetings) 

 Schools’ Cluster: Moderation of Reading, Writing and Mathematics on Curriculum 
Maestro (all year groups) 

 Early Years cluster  meet regularly to moderate work for the EYFS profiles 

 When selected, Local Authority moderation also takes place 
 

Reporting 
Reporting not only fulfils legal requirements but also is vital part of our relationship with 
parents and the wider community, serving to support and extend pupil progress.   
Parents will be informed as to where their children are working in relation to the end of 
national expectations for the year group in each subject. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 Termly Parent Consultation Meetings (autumn and spring): these meetings focus on 
the curriculum – what pupils can do and what they need to do to improve (targets). 
We give parents a copy of curriculum objectives and targets so that they can support 
their child’s learning at home. 

 Annual Reports (including end of academic year assessment results) 

 The results of statutory assessment 
 

Reporting to Governors 
The Head Teacher’s reports data to Governors throughout the year to enable them to 
monitor the standards in the school.  The end of year statutory results are analysed to 
identify strengths and any areas for development. 
 

Pupils 
Through our formative assessment strategies pupils get instant feedback on a daily basis.  
Our next step marking informs pupils of what they have done well and what they need to do 
to improve. Pupils are actively encouraged to respond to teacher’s comments, questions 
and commands in their marking.   
 
Review dates: 
June 17, January 18, Summer 19, Spring 23, Autumn 2024 

End of Year Attainment Attitude to Learning 

WT Working towards national expectations for age NI Needs to improve 

ARE Working at national age related expectations  G Good 

AARE Working above national expectations for age  VG Very good 


