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Why give homework? 
 
We believe that our children should be encouraged to undertake homework at an appropriate 
level.  This is because: 

 Learning is not something that just goes on in school 

 It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning 

 It promotes independence 

 It encourages children and parents to understand that learning is something for which they 
too have a responsibility  

 It consolidates learning and aids progress 

 It encourages shared opportunities between adult and child 

 It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with all the children 

 It is a great opportunity to rehearse key skills such as times tables, spellings, handwriting 
and other key facts 

 It helps to foster good habits of organization and self-discipline in preparation for the 
demands of Secondary School 

 
 

What does OFSTED say about homework? 
 
When evaluating the quality of teaching in the school, inspectors will consider: 
 
Teaching includes: 
the setting of appropriate, regular homework across subjects 
 
Inspectors must consider whether: 
teachers set homework in line with the school’s policy and that challenges all pupils, especially the 
most able 
 
 

Homework at Uley 
 
Uley School supports all of the above key principles and whilst we recognise homework as an 
important part of school, we believe that it should not be problematic or dominate home or school 
life. We appreciate that not every activity will capture children and parents’ imagination and that 
weekends can sometimes be busy. We believe that homework should be part of learning and be 
enjoyable and manageable for all concerned.  We do not specify amounts of time that must be 
spent on a task, preferring individual children and families to set their own routines. Individual 
teachers are happy to give advice. 
 
We hope the children are motivated by positive incentives and by the tasks themselves; children 
are not penalised if they do not complete the work. However discrete homework registers are kept 
and if there is a concern surrounding supporting the school’s homework policy then this will be 
discussed with the child and their parents. 
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What does homework look like at Uley School? 
 
Homework Topic Web 
 
Homework is set termly in all classes in the form of a homework topic web which is linked to areas 
of the curriculum and each choice of homework encourages a particular skill such as “research”, 
“make”, “apply” or “practice”.   
 
These are set and sent out once a term with each new topic.  Children are given ample time to 
complete chosen pieces of homework as we encourage quality over quantity.  The amount of time 
given and due dates are published on the topic web when it is sent home. 
 
 
Maths 
 
Mathletics 
Mathletics is an online maths resource which supports the children’s learning. Children are given a 
personalised password in order to access the site and are encouraged to play the fun games as 
often as possible to reinforce their learning. Mathletics has an online tutor to support children and 
enable them to overcome barriers. 
 
Rainbow Maths 
Rainbow maths is a progressive daily activity which aims to improve rapid mental recall of 
mathematical facts. 
Years 1 – 6 partake in daily timed Rainbow maths sessions (Reception when they are ready). 
Rainbow maths is regularly sent home for children to practice. 
 
Number Facts 
Children are encouraged to improve their understanding of key maths facts in order to support 
their learning. Regular practice for these areas will be set through activities and games: 
 
Infants:  

 number bonds to 10, 20 and 100  

 2, 5, and 10 times tables 
 
Years 3 and 4:  

 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9 times tables and to understand the related division facts 
 
Years 5 and 6:  

 consolidation of the above plus 11 and 12 times tables 

 Related division facts 

 Square numbers 

 Prime numbers 

 Composite numbers 

 Factor pairs 
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English 
 
Infants 

 Regular reading of school books and other appropriate reading material such as picture 
books, comics and magazines – reading diaries are used for all adults and children to make 
comments on progress. 

 Hearing adults read stories 

 Regular letter sound (phoneme) practice linked to Jolly Phonics and Letters and Sounds 

 Letter formation practice 

 Regular high frequency word reading and spelling practice 
 
Years 3 and 4 

 Regular reading of school books and other appropriate reading material such as comics and 
magazine – reading diaries are used for all adults and children to make comments on 
progress. 

 Hearing adults read stories 

 Letter sound (phoneme) practice 

 Regular spelling, grammar and punctuation practice 

 Regular high frequency word reading and spelling practice 
 
Years 5 and 6 

 Regular reading of school books and other appropriate reading material such as comics and 
magazines – reading diaries are used for adults and children to make comments on 
progress. This is helps to prepare upper juniors for secondary school. 

 Regular spelling, grammar and punctuation practice 

 In the weeks prior to SAT tests, the Year 6 children will be given additional revision work. 
 

 
We expect children to maintain the same standards for presentation of homework as we set in 
school i.e. to use their best handwriting and a sharp pencil or black pen. 
 
Homework is individualised.  When work is sent home with a child, the teacher will ensure that the 
child is clear about the homework and provide an explanation of how the parent can support. 

 
Responsibilities 
 
Class Teachers are responsible for: 

 Selecting appropriate homework tasks for the children in the class, taking differentiation 
and children with additional needs into account 

 Giving reminders concerning homework routines 

 Keeping a record of homework completed 

 Providing opportunities for homework to be completed in school if necessary 
 
 
 



5  Spring 1 16 

 

Parent/Carers are requested to: 

 Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which children can do their homework 
alone or together with a child 

 Make it clear to children that they value homework and support the school in explaining 
how it will help their learning 

 Support their children’s home/school learning 

 Help their children and praise them when they have completed homework 
 
Children: 

 Are asked to participate in the homework that is set in order to support their learning 

 Know about the homework that is set before taking it home 

 Please complete it in the time scale set 

 May complete it independently or ask a parent/carer for support 

 Can ask a teacher to help 

 To complete the task to an acceptable standard using pencil or pen (not felt pen or 
colouring pencils please unless it is colouring) 

 
 

Celebrating Homework 
All completed homework is recognised and celebrated by: 

 Sharing with peers 

 Displaying homework 

 Giving team points 

 Inviting parents to in to school to view and support celebrating homework achievements  
 
 

Should problems arise? 
There are occasions when children may struggle with homework or when it is not possible to 
complete a homework task or if at home, circumstances may arise which make homework difficult 
to complete.  If there are any such problems with please let your teacher know. 
 
 
 
 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed biennially.  Any alterations that come from this review will be discussed and 

ratified by the appropriate governing body sub-committee 

 

Ratified on Wednesday 3rd February 2016 

 


